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American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act Transit Funds

Background: 

• On March 11, 2021, $1.9 trillion of American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act was signed into 
law;

• $30.5 billion ARP Act funds allocated to the transit industry through multiple FTA 
programs: 

o $26.6 billion of Section 5307, 5310,5311 formula grants for urbanized and rural 
areas, , tribal governments, and the enhanced mobility of seniors and 
individuals with disabilities;

o $2.2 billion to communities that demonstrate additional pandemic-associated 
needs for 5307 and 5311 recipients and sub recipients operating expenses 
(Upcoming NOFO) ;

o $1.7 billion for Capital Investment Grants (5309 CIG);

o $25 million for competitive planning grants (5307) (Upcoming NOFO);

o $5 million for competitive tribal grants

• 100% federal share, with no local match required;



ARP Act Transit Funds

Colorado ARPA Apportionments

Program Area Apportionment 

FTA-5307 Denver- Aurora $ 304,227,365

FTA-5307 Colorado Springs $7,206,979

FTA-5307 Fort Collins $ 11,112,399    

FTA-5307
Boulder, Lafayette-Louisiville, and 
Longmont $34,731,761

FTA-5307 Greeley $1,083,514

FTA-5307 Grand Junction $875,516

FTA-5307 Pueblo $605,461

FTA-5310 Denver- Aurora $327,402     

FTA-5310 Colorado Springs $ 85,878        

FTA-5310 Fort Collins $39,215

FTA-5310 Small UZA ( CDOT) $201,092       

FTA-5310 Rural (CDOT) $117,165      

FTA-5311 Rural (CDOT)/ RTAP/ICB $ 17,956,715/$104,141/$1,866,263
Colorado Total $378,183,810



ARP Act Transit Funds

Eligibility and Requirements: 

• The ARPA provide funds to prevent, prepare for, and respond to 
COVID-19.

• The funds are available for payroll and operation unless the 
recipient certifies that the recipient has not furloughed any 
employees.

• The ARPA funds must be obligate by September 30,2024, and 
disbursed by September 30,2029. 

• Projects are not required to be in the TIP or STIP if they do not 
involve substantial changes to the function, location, or capacity of 
the asset(s) involved.

• Relevant 5307/5311 DOL requirements apply.



ARP Act Transit Funds

Eligible Operating Expenses: 

• Payroll for public transit providers;

• Operating costs of public transit during the public health emergency, 
including the purchase of personal protective equipment ( less than one year 
of useful life and under $5,000 per unit); 

• Administrative leave for operations or contractor personnel due to 
reductions in service

• Expenses maybe incurred prior to grant award. However if the expenses 
are already paid through the normal 5310, 5311, CARES Act and 
CRRSAA grant agreements, these expenses will no longer eligible for ARP 
funds. 

• All funding provided to Section 5310 by the ARP funds may be used for any 
expenses otherwise eligible in the Section 5310 program, including operating 
expenses.( No requirements on 55% cap for traditional capital projects) 



ARP funds 5311 Distribution Principles

• 5311 Rural Transit Distribution ($17.9 Million)
• 41 Agencies 
• Like CARES and CRRSAA, distribute largely according to agency size measured by total annual 

budget
• Do not consider any residual funds from 2021 awards / contract amendments in the ARP formula
• Ask / require all agencies to spend down CARES Act and CRRSAA funds before expending any ARP 

funds
• 7% Admin Funds ($1,068,425). 93% ( $16,699,745) for 41 agencies 

• 5311(f) Distribution ( $1,866,263)
• 10 Interregional Bus services considered for this pool
• Bustang/Outrider/Interregional Funds, treating those services like all other agency-services

ARP Act Transit Funds



ARPA Transit Funds

CRRSAA 5311 Allocation



ARP Act Transit Funds

ARP Act 5311 Allocation Options



ARP Act Transit Funds

ARP Act 5311 Allocation Options



ARP Act Transit Funds

ARP funds 5311 Distribution Options Pros and Cons:

 Option 1: Allocate ARP funds for 2022 operating assistance by using the similar formula as CARES and CRRSAA , also release the $10 M planned 2022 A/O regular operating 

funds in 2022 Super Call 

Option 2: Allocate ARP funds to cover 2022 5311 A/O expenses with 54.81% increase of 2022 regular 5311 A/O Allocations , then release the $10 M planned  5311 regular A/O 

funds toward capital projects in 2022 Super Call.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              



ARP Funds 5310 Distribution Options

• 5310 Small Urban Distribution ($0.2 Million)
• 6 Agencies considered for this pool
• Allocations using the proportion of 5307 Small Urban dollars or applications through 2022 

Super Call

• 5310 Rural ($0.1 Million)
• 21 Agencies considered for this pool
• Allocations to 21 agencies will average approximately $5,579 each or applications through 

2022 Super Call.
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ARP Act Transit Funds

Questions for Discussion:

1. Which Option do you prefer ?

2. Contract for one year period (1/1/2022 to 
12/31/2022) ?

3. Other questions or concerns ?



ARP Act Transit Funds

Next Steps:

• 3/15-4/22 DTR/OIM decisions started
• 4/22-5/7 DTR/OIM internal decisions drafted
• 5/6-5/14 DTR/external discussion w CASTA Board & 

TRAC /or other input meetings held
• 5/21 Statewide Stakeholder meeting During CASTA 

Spring Conference 



ARP Act Transit Funds

Resource and Thank you

• Useful Resources for the ARP Act funds:

https://www.transit.dot.gov/funding/american-rescue-plan-act-2021

CDOT Contact Information 
• Kay Kelly, Chief – Office of Innovative Mobility, kay.kelly@state.co.us 

• Mike Timlin, DTR Acting Director , michael.timlin@state.co.us

• Brodie Ayers, DTR Project Coordination Unit Manager, brodie.ayers@state.co.us 

• Qing Lin, DTR Programming Unit Manager, qing.lin@state.co.us

• Sharon Terranova, DTR Planning Unit Manager, sharon.terranova@state.co.us

• Phil Caldwell, Contract Administrator, phillip.caldwell@state.co.us

• Megan Meermans, CDOT HQ Business Office Manager, megan.meermans@state.co.us

• Joe Tai, Assistant Business Manager, joe.tai@state.co.us 

• Elexis Keener, Projects & Grants Financial Analyst, elexis.keener@state.co.us 

https://www.transit.dot.gov/funding/american-rescue-plan-act-2021
mailto:sharon.terranova@state.co.us

